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The Legendary Lives
of Block Saints

ZYWOTY SWIETYCH OSIEDLOWYCH

2007
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, hardcover, 232 pages

awards
Silver Inkwell Award 2008

rights sold
The Legendary Lives of Block Saints

France Actes Sud
Germany Du Mont
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Lidia Amejko

Lidia Amejko — a playwright and prose writer. She made her
debut in a theatrical monthly “Dialog” with a monodrama
When Reason Sleeps, an Answering Machine is Turned On. On
Talking. Her plays, staged so far in several European cities,
were adapted for radio and television. They were translated
into English, German, Croatian, Spanish, Italian and Czech.
Her debut, a collection of stories entitled Well-known Stories,
was nominated for NIKE Award. The Legendary Lives of Block
Saints is her second book.

The inhabitants of the Giant Project have their joys and sorrows,
but they also have their perverse saints which they tell legends
about, while loitering near a liquor store “Jericho”. Saint
alcoholics, hackers, tramps, saint prostitutes — this gang,
which gives the Great Architect many sleepless nights, lets

the common people survive in the world made of concrete
and tailor the sense and truth to men’s needs. Here the living
communicate with the dead via the Internet, people made

of dough have prepaid or contract souls and receive short text
messages from God, and a cash register becomes a tool

of mystical revelation.

The Legendary Lives of Block Saints is The Golden Legend by
Jacobus de Voragine transferred into the 215t century. Playing
with language and conventions, Amejko interweaves pure
nonsense mysticism with philosophical joke and reproaches
constructors of this world for small defects and catastrophic
errors.

Praise for Lidia Amejko:

The strongest point of this book is its language. In sketching
portraits of the characters and the reality of housing estates,
Amejko joins frugal management of words with vivid
description. A reader is also bound to find bere an absurd sense

of humour and gentle irony.
POLITYKA
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© Katarzyna Skoczynska-Maslanek

Haszyszopenki

HASZYSZOPENKI

2008
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, hardcover, 354 pages
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Jarostaw Maslanek

Jarostaw Maslanek (b. 1974) — political scientist, journalist,
co-editor of Polish Real Estate Magazine. His articles appear in
business sections of Nowy Przemysl and the internet portal wnp.
pl. He lives in Warsaw. Haszyszopenki is his first novel.

August 1982. Staircases, yards and deadends of one of many
Polish provincial, industrial towns. Stuffy with the anticipation

of something final: the end of the martial law period, summer
and friendships. Jarostaw Maslanek, a first-time novelist, might
associate this summer with the limits of his own and his peers’
dreams.

Haszyszopenki is about a country that remains the same despite
the ongoing changes. Fathers of twelve year old Wronek and
Maks are respectively a regime police officer and an activist of
the trade union “Solidarity” in a local factory. They are almost
completely absent from the boys’ lives. Mothers sink deeper

into madness and a state of stupor. Neighbours who focus on
drinking home made alcohol are snitches, paedophiles, invalids
or spies... In the atmosphere of utmost powerlessness Maks
spends his days with Wronek. The boys finally decide to eliminate
Trzynacha, a retired militiaman, they've been fueding with for
months. Wronek suggests more and more dangerous games, and
Maks is not able to break free from the boy’s hypnotic influence.
The unusual friendship develops into a substitute for family
which is more and more disintegrated. It functions as a panacea
for the school thugs, the dwarfed father, the lack of motherly
love and interest. Soon enough however it turns out to be an
illusion, just like everything else in the area.

Maslanek’s writing is very vivid, his characters almost touchable.
The objective history is shown from a new, surprising perspective.
Haszyszopenki is an excellent first novel.

This is not another light book you can read with indifference.
ZYCIE WARSZAWY

A well-done story of initiation. _
NOWE KSIAZKI
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© Bogumit Godfrejow

Go For Tango

IDE W TANGO

2008
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 354 pages

rights sold

Go For Tango
Czech Republic MOBA
Russia Ripol

Rudolf’s Crazy Life

Russsia Phantom Press

other titles
Rudolf’s Crazy Life
Szalone zycie Rudolfa, 2002, pocket edition 2005

At a Pig’s Trot
Swinskim truchtem, 2004

Sex and Other Troubles
Seks i inne przykrosci, 2005

Tango Ortodonto
Tango Ortodonto, 2006
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Joanna Fabicka

Joanna Fabicka, (b. 1970), graduated in cinematography.

She made her poetry début in 1993 with A More Acrid

Taste. WAB published her 4-vloume series for young people
entitled Rudolf’s Crazy Life (2002), At a Pig’s Trot (2004),
Sex and Other Troubles (2005), and Tango Ortodonto (2006).
Go For Tango is her latest novel.

Some people might think Warsaw is the most beautiful
place on Earth. But Jadzia, living in a small rented
apartment, would not share their point of view. A few
weeks ago, she hoped she would spend the rest of her life
with her sweetheart in London. Now she must face a very
different reality. Her fiancé proved much less in love than he
declared to be and the job she left before going to Britain
is no longer available. On the verge of depression she must
deal with her eight year old son Gucio tormenting her with
existential questions and quotations from literature. Jadzia
suddenly believes that her mental health depends on taking
part in a television dance contest...

Joanna Fabicka tells the story of Jadzia with charm and
humour. The girl’s intense emotional life finds expression

in the form of a passionate tango. The novel is also filled
with clever comments on both everyday reality and the
entertainment business.

The sort of humour Fabicka treats the reader with is
unique and full of curious simplicity. What happens on the
pages of Go For Tango is a constant mockery of seemingly
deadlock, insoluble situations. Drollery is the author’s
way to control events. Fabicka uses ridicule as a weapon

to fight the world’s cruelty.
WWW.KRYTYCZNYMOKIEM.PL

Fabicka writes light and accessible novels that will make
you laugh in the evening before you go to bed, in a tram

or during afternoon relaxation.
WWW.PRZYSTAN-LITERACKA.PL
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21:37

21:37

2008
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 182 pages

other titles

The Avenue of Suicides
Aleja samobdjcow, 2008

Graveyard Roses
Réze cmentarne, 2009
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Mariusz Czubaj

Mariusz Czubaj (b. 1969) — cultural anthropologist, author

of several books: Biodra Elvisa Presleya. Od paleoheroséw do
neofanéw (Elvis Presley’s Hips: From Paleo-Heroes to Neo-Fans,
2006), W strong miejskiej utopii (Towards the Urban Utopia,
2007) and (together with Wojciech J. Burszta) Krwawa setka.
100 najwazniejszych powiesci kryminalnych (The Bloody Shot:
100 Most Important Crime Novels, 2007).

Spring 2007. Near the Olympic Centre in Warsaw corpses of two
young men are found. The victims were clerics from the local
seminar. Evidence shows that before death they might have been
tortured. Nothing seems clear. Why did they have numbers 21
and 37 painted on their faces? Is it a reference to the time of
the Polish pope’s death? Are these deaths connected? A special
investigation unit is created to capture the killer. Rudolph Heinz,
an expert in criminal profiling, joins the team.

Among the suspects there are some influential and respected
people such as a rector of the seminar, a famous businessman
with homosexual inclinations and an acknowledged biblical
scholar. The outburst of a serious scandal seems very near.
21:37 is a story about the hypocrisy and crisis in the Polish
Catholic Church. The novel is a first part in the series about a
profiler Rudolph Heinz entitled A Polish Psycho. The next book is
duein 2010.

Czubaj wrote a real crime novel, but he also proved that — as
an expert in this kind of literature — he found pleasure in the
process of writing a crime novel. The reader should not be
surprised with numerous intentional references to the classics
of the genre.

POLITYKA

Eberhard Mock and Adam Nowak should already feel the
breath of competition on their backs. The market of eccentric
lone policemen acquired a new player.

ZYCIE WARSZAWY
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The Avenue of Suicides

ALEJA SAMOBOJCOW

2008
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 288 pages

rights sold
audiobook rights sold

A surprising literary duo
and a completely new
crime series
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Marek Krajewski
Mariusz Czubaj

Marek Krajewski (b. 1966) is a classics scholar and lecturer in
Latin at the University of Wroctaw. His debut novel, Death in
Breslau (1999), opening the series of detective stories featuring
Eberhard Mock, was published to great critical acclaim and has
won a devoted readership. Other books in the series, The End
of the World in Breslau (2003), The Phantoms of Breslau (2005)
and the concluding Festung Breslau (2006), have been equally
successful. In 2007 W.A.B. published a new book in the series,
The Plague in Breslau. Over 400 000 copies of the Breslau series
have been sold in Poland. The author is currently working on his
new book.

Marek Krajewski is also a co-author (with Mariusz Czubaj)

of The Avenue of Suicides and Graveyard Roses, a series with
Jarostaw Pater.

More about the author: www.marekkrajewski.pl

Mariusz Czubaj (b. 1969) — cultural anthropologist, author

of several books: Biodra Elvisa Presleya. Od paleoheroséw do
neofanéw (Elvis Presley’s Hips: From Paleo-Heroes to Neo-Fans,
2006), W strong miejskiej utopii (Towards the Urban Utopia,
2007) and (together with Wojciech J. Burszta) Krwawa setka.
100 najwazniejszych powiesci kryminalnych (The Bloody Shot:
100 Most Important Crime Novels, 2007).

In a luxury retirement home “Eden” a wheelchair-using resident
is found dead. The man was brutally murdered and scalped. At
the same time another resident of the institution — a professor
specializing in symbolic wounds — vanishes into the blue... The
authorities do everything to cover up the whole thing. The chief
inspector Pater — in private a linguistic purist, football expert and
gambler — accidentally appears first at the crime scene. Nothing
will stop him from explaining this mysterious death.

Due to skilfully constructed storyline and intriguing style this first
common book of the master of Polish crime novel and a cultural
anthropologist is a great success. An intricate plot and a classic
Chandler-like hero make The Avenue of Suicides a real treat for
the enthusiasts of dark secrets.

The story is easy to read, the plot engaging. There are
numerous amusing references to the Polish reality from politics

to pop culture.
POLITYKA

In spite of the contemporary scenery all the tricks
characteristic to Marek Krajewski’s novels are still here: those
that he once used to create the steamy, disturbing atmosphere
of Breslau. Robust language together with linguistic allusions.
Plenty of deviant characters and monstrosities. And all that

mixed with alcohol, hangover and migraine.
RZECZPOSPOLITA
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Marek Krajewski, the most popular Polish author of crime fiction,
Graveyard Roses and Mariusz Czubaj, a brilliant journalist, return as a literary duo
o in the second novel in their criminal series, Graveyard Roses.
ROZE CMENTARNE  Summer 2007. A male body is found in a sawmill in one of the
2009  Polish seaside resorts. Inspector Jaroslaw Pater has difficulty
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 284 pages . . . . .
showing enthusiasm towards the case, especially since his
thoughts are focused on the holiday he is going to spend in
Greece. His plans are thwarted when another body is found.
This time a girl, brutally strangled. The second murder reminds
Pater of a certain old case. Is there a connection between John
Doe from the sawmill and the dead girl on the beach? Is there a
copycat killer involved? And why has the inspector told his staff
that this is his last investigation?

A masterfully constructed plot and action developing with
amagzing speed make the novel a satisfying read that you

cannot put down.
CZAS KULTURY

In short — it is a neat novel with appropriate degree of tension
and a tough guy as the main character who fights his way

through life with extraordinary love of the law.
POLSKA

Graveyard Roses is an excellent light reading. Entertainment

guaranteed.
LAMPA
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A Stop Called Death

PRZYSTANEK SMIERC

2007
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 400 pages

rights sold

Germany Ullstein
Italy Nottetempo
film rights sold
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Tomasz Konatkowski

Tomasz Konatkowski (b. 1968) studied physics and
information technology at the University of Warsaw. Since
1991 he has worked as a programmer, designer and analyst.
He started his writing penning short stories for a daily
newspaper. Football fan, lover of strong, dark beer and
good food eaten in very different parts of the world. A Stop
Called Death is his first book and the first volume in a series
of Warsaw crime stories. The second part of the series — The
Wolf Island — was published in 2008. The author is currently
working on a new part of the series.

A Stop Called Death is a brilliantly constructed modern
criminal story, an example of a winning debut.

Warsaw, 17 April, 2005. A tram terminus on one of the
Warsaw estates. A tram driver discovers, in a carriage,

the dead body of a man stabbed with a knife. Police
superintendent

Adam Nowak starts the investigation. Finding another victim
in very similar circumstances confirms police suspicions that
they are dealing with a serial killer who is trying to start

a macabre dialogue with them. The investigation leads
Nowak to rarely visited places, tram termini and depots,
those still working and those he can find only by using

old maps. In his spare time, the police superintendent tries to
put his private life in order. Neither does he forget about his
beloved football team, who are playing particularly poorly
this season.

Konatkowski’s novel is, in fact, a book about Warsaw, in the
way that lan Rankin’s books are about Edinburgh and Rankin
is definitely one of the author’s favourite writers.

We’ve been waiting for such a book for a long time — a good,
meaty, realistic crime thriller.

\N

GAZETA WYBORCZA
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The Wolf Island

WILCZA WYSPA

2008
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 472 pages

rights sold

Germany Ullstein
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The Wolf Island is the second novel in a series kicked off with
A Stop Called Death. And again it is an intricately crafted,
unputdownable thriller.

In one of Warsaw'’s marinas the corpse of a mutilated
Caucasian man is found. Further investigation establishes

that it was an eighteen year old Swede, the son of a wealthy
businessman. Who decided to kill him? For what reason?
Inspector Adam Nowak takes this long and arduous case,
which leads to more unsolved mysteries. An Indian running

his business near Warsaw suddenly disappears in unknown
circumstances. And under the Royal Castle, human remains are
discovered... Everything seems so complicated. The circle of
suspects continues to widen. Almost every person interrogated
gives false evidence, trying to hide their own secrets and thus
becomes a suspect.

As if that’s not enough, the inspector’s favourite football club
is still unlucky, and his girlfried wants to start a family. How can
he cope with all that?

The Wolf Island means witty dialogues, fast action with lots

of suspense and unpredictable twists and turns. Konatkowski
is very precise in describing the geography of Warsaw and
reconstructing its reality. His city is vibrant and touchable:

a contemporary Warsaw, speaking many languages and
undergoing another great transformation.

Praise on Tomasz Konatkowski:

The novel reads extremely well. Writers are often described as

a real discovery. In this case it is true!
LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU

Besides Adam Nowak, the novel has another important
character: it is the city of Warsaw. (...) Perhaps the greatest
asset of the book is that the story is so steady, so believable.
(...) The killer’s motivation, which is suddenly explained in
the last (and most gripping) part of the novel, is perfectly

seamless.
WWW.KRIMI-COUCH.DE

A Stop Called Death, published last year, was already quite
a decent piece of writing, but the second novel by Tomasz
Konatkowski — The Wolf Island — in my opinion exceeds
every other title advertised as an urban crime story on the

Polish market. The book is perfect.
LAMPA

Tomasz Konatkowski is the best writer of classic crime novels

at the moment. _
MAGAZYN LITERACKI KSIAZKI
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© Dariusz Iwarski

Entanglement

UWIKEANIE

2007
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other titles

The Intercom
Domofon, 2005
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rights sold
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Germany DTV
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film rights sold
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Germany DTV

Russia Ripol

English world rights Bitter Lemon Press
film rights sold
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\N

backlist

Zygmunt Miloszewski

Zygmunt Mitoszewski (b. 1976) is a writer and editor and
also a journalist of Newsweek Poland. In 2005, he published
a very well-received novel, The Intercom, and is currently
working on a screenplay based on it. The novel has been
commissioned by Polish director Juliusz Machulski. In 2006
W.A.B. published his novel for young readers — Mountains
of Adders. The author is currently writing a continuation of
Entaglement.

Entanglement is an exceptionally fine combination of criminal
tale and psychological thriller. One fresh Sunday, 5 June 2005,
prosecutor Teodor Szacki begins an investigation into

a strange case. In a central Warsaw monastery one of

the participants of an unconventional group therapy is
murdered while they are playing the roles of members of
their families. Was the murderer someone from the group?

If so, should we look for a motive within themselves or within
the people they played during the therapy?

The prosecutor believes that only a thorough knowledge

of the deceased, who was apparently boring and colourless,
and his past will let him discover the motive and so

the murderer. Meanwhile, there are family secrets which
cannot be disclosed with impunity, they are protected

by powers stronger than family.

The novel’s trump card is the main character: a man

whose youthful face is in contrast to his completely grey hair.
A good husband and father, dreaming of an adventure that
would turn his ideal life upside down.

Praise for Zygmunt Mitoszewski:

Chapeau bas!
NEWSWEEK

Miloszewski impesses with criminal knowledge, intricate

plot and splendidly presented Warsaw.
PRZEKRO)J
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Taxi Driver

KURS DO GENEWY

2007
NOVEL, 12,5 x 19,5 cm, paperback, 456 pages

rights sold
Taxi Driver
Germany DTV

Denmark Niche
film rights sold

Five hundred pages of
suspense, intelligent crime
riddles and spectacular car

chases.
NEWSWEEK
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Bartlomiej Rychter

Bartlomiej Rychter (b. 1978), a lawyer, is fascinated by a world
completely different from that of codes and paragraphs.

It’s a world of nineteenth century novels — strong, brave men;
beautiful but treacherous women. According to Rychter,

a good story can do without a distinctive hero, but a full-blooded
heroine is absolutely essential.

Cracow, a rainy summer night. A young girl with a backpack gets
into a taxi. It seems like the taxi driver, Tomasz Bartel, will have
another routine fare. Soon, in the rear-view mirror the lights

of another car appear. Clearly, the girl wants to avoid meeting

its passengers and suggests double fare to the taxi driver if he
can lose the other car. To his surprise, Bartel enters into the
game. He doesn’t know that his old Mercedes could now be the
most precious car in the world or that the story he has just got
involved in started a very long time ago.

Taxi Driver is a debut at the highest level. The action of this multi-
plotted novel takes place in Berlin, Cracow, Prague and Geneva.
A sixteenth century tract about sorcery turns out to be the key to
the future, which overlaps with the present, creating a perfectly
matched puzzle. Rychter makes his debut with a novel of which
the masters of the genre, Robert Ludlum or Tom Clancy, would
be proud.

Praise for Bartfomiej Rychter:

It is hard to believe that this is Rychter’s literary debut!
A well-constructed storyline, which gradually reveals its real
meaning, superbly sketched characters and skillfully conducted
narration: his book can be put on one shelf alongside
the works of popular American masters of thrillers.

CARPE NOCTEM
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